JOURNALISTIC WRITING & ADVANCED JOURNALISTIC WRITING 
Course Expectations & Student Contract, 2015-2016
ADVISOR:




Kirsten Woldendorp 
OFFICE NUMBER & PHONE:


2405; 425-837-7894
E-MAIL ADDRESS:



woldendorpk@issaquah.wednet.edu
Woldendorp’s WEB SITE:  


https://www.sites.google.com/site/woldendorpk/
Course Description: 

Students in this class research, write, design, and produce the school newspaper, The Forum. They will learn time-management, learn/enhance technological design, and develop teamwork throughout the production process. Students will also explore objectivity versus subjectivity, ethics, selling advertising fundamental to printed papers and current issues in journalistic practice and mass media.

Course Objectives.  Students will:
1. Gather and evaluate vetted information, using appropriate primary and secondary sources, excluding Facebook, Twitter, etc.
2. Create and evaluate nonfiction expository writing suitable for publication.  They will write and analyze a variety of styles, including: advertisements, editorials, features, news, opinions, reviews, headlines and captions.

3. Revise and edit writing for organization, clarity, style, active voice, relevance to audience, objectivity and balanced reporting, credibility, AP style (often opposed to MLA), and correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

4. Create and evaluate elements of design and layout, using technology and hands-on techniques.

5. Create and evaluate graphic elements of publication, including photographs, cartoons, graphs and charts, fonts, etc.

6. Exercise rights and responsibilities of the First Amendment and demonstrate the ethical responsibility of truthfulness, fairness, and accuracy.

7. Analyze and evaluate the purpose, authority, and bias of mass media as informed consumers.

8. Demonstrate professionalism as outlined in the following table section:

	Integrity:
	Responsibility:

	· Because students are producing public media, honesty and integrity in their work is of the utmost importance.

· Students are expected to communicate honestly with their peers and their advisor, to demonstrate respect for their community at all times (even in their criticism), and to alert editors and the advisor when ethical dilemmas arise.

· Students who betray the trust essential for the class and for the paper will not be published and will be asked to leave the class.
	· Students will periodically travel to different parts of the building for their work. Students should always use the established check-out procedure, should perform their work professionally and efficiently, and should respect others working in the building.  

· Students who demonstrate that they cannot be trusted with this responsibility will be penalized with a one-week suspension of privileges. After the first suspension, students will lose all privileges for the semester and may be encouraged to find another class.

· Students will also be required to do work outside the school day, including solicitation of  contractual advertising, before-deadline work afternoons into early evening, early morning issue distribution. Staff must plan accordingly.  


MATERIALS: 
In class every day:


If accessible:




Pens, pencils, and highlighter

Digital camera (not mandatory)




Notebook or binder with paper

AP Style Guide




Memory stick/flash drive




Student planner or calendar
COURSEWORK:

Culminating
(45%)  
Any assignments that involve students creating or examining written work includes quizzes, articles 
written, peer review, analyzing media, visuals/photography, knowledge of AP style, etc.  Each article will comprise 100 points. Articles are submitted to ‘turnitin’ prior to deadline.  Attribution to authors/sources is critical—plagiarism? Comparative Analysis Essay concerning media-related topics in MLA format, along with a preliminary thesis &working outline, and a final outline.
Process

(30%)
Assignments leading up the final article submission, advertising, quizzes, and any smaller assignments.                             
Participation
(15%)
Timely & completed Check Sheets per each issue, reliability, respect, attitude, teamwork for general 



support staff.  Distribution attendance required.  Bus./Adv.Mgr, Co-editors, Tech Editor, 
Bus./Adv. Mgr,
Visual Editor, Ed. Apprentice, Section Eds will assessed for these demonstrated qualities & leadership. All J & Adv.J staff will be assessed for their demonstrated qualities of teamwork & leadership at semester ends.
Final Exams
(10%)  
Students will take a 1st Semester exam.  Sem. 2 students will submit a final portfolio and create an InDesign      
page without notes/assistance (will be provided a pre-written article).

ABSENCES:  

The publication of the newspaper depends on everyone’s timely contribution.  Students must meet posted due dates for assignments, whether or not the student is present.  Students need to make arrangements with their editors in case of an absence on a due date.  

Late work will not be accepted for usual credit.
GRADING


93 - 100%- 
A


80 – 82%
B-


67 – 69%
D+


90 – 92

A-


77 – 79

C+


60 – 66

D


87 – 89

B+


73 – 76

C


Below 60
F


83 – 86

B


70 – 72

C-

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. Each attendee will be treated as a respected & mature adult, who will be considerate of the right & opinions of all class members.  In short:  Respect yourself and all others.  Respect the classroom environment.

2. Come to class prepared (assignments, pen, paper, notebook, text, etc.)

3. Be mature and use acceptable and school-appropriate language in class discussions and in writing assignments.

4. Participate in class and be engaged.

5. Regular and prompt* attendance is critical for your grade and for class credit.  Repeated tardies & absences are a symptom of senioritis and irresponsibility. Avoid these for the sake of your Forum staff members.*

NUTS AND BOLTS

· Students are accountable for assignment information and deadlines posted daily on my website (as applicable). 

· Long-range assignments are due at the start of class on the assigned date, regardless of absences.  Work may be turned in by someone else or emailed to me if necessary.

· Homework assignments due need to be handed in at the beginning of class.  In case of absence, homework should be turned in on the day you return.  In case of computer or printer failure, work is still due at the start of the class period on the due date.  It may be emailed to me at woldendorpk@issaquah.wednet.edu by the time due and then a hard copy is due the following day.

· Plagiarism of any sort will not be tolerated.  School policy will be followed for those who plagiarize or assist others to do so.  First offense earns a zero for the assignment; second offense could result in loss of course credit. Unfortunately, it DOES happen.
PRINTING GUIDELINES 
1.  Journalism students are expected to be conservative users of computer printers in our classroom.  Personal student printing is limited to 20 pages per month.  

2.  Documents that are posted to teacher websites are expected to be accessed at home and printed at home for student use.

Please review in our Student Handbook the ISD/SHS policies concerning:

11. Forgery, Lying, Cheating, Plagiarism and Misuse of Documents -A student shall tell the truth, shall present oneself honestly and shall not forge any signature or make any false entry or alteration of any document, either paper or electronic, used or intended to be used in connection with the operation of the school. A student shall not attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework in a manner other than defined as acceptable by the teacher. Cheating/plagiarism include, but are not limited to, copying another’s work to use as one’s own or making an effort to distribute class assignments or test information without teacher permission to another student (written or verbal). A student shall not open or alter official school documents and private documents, either paper or electronic. 

Academic Integrity/Honesty Policy: 
Academic integrity speaks to a student’s commitment and responsibility to pursue scholarship openly and honestly. It respects the concept that learning is the primary purpose of education, secondary to grades and credits. Academic Dishonesty is defined as any action or attended action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic advantage or disadvantage for any other student. A student shall not attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework (tests, quizzes, assignments, discs, projects, essays) in a manner other than defined as acceptable by each instructor. Academic Integrity violations are tracked throughout a student’s entire high school career (grades 9 – 12). 

Academic Integrity violations include, but are not limited to: 

· Plagiarizing or submitting any part of another person’s work as representing ones’ own scholarship 

· Distribution/sharing of class assignments or test information in either written or verbal form to another student without teacher permission 

· Unauthorized Collaboration – working with others without the specific permission of the instructor on assignments that will be submitted for an individual’s grade. This applies to in-class or take-home assignments/homework, projects, tests, or labs. 
· Collusion – supporting the lack of integrity/honesty by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another. Collusion also includes the use or sharing of identical or highly similar passages of one’s own work, or the work of another, unless specifically authorized by the teacher. 

· Technology Malpractice – any misuse or abuse of private or public technology in relation to grades or in acquiring an academic advantage, including infractions of the school technology user agreement, language translation websites, cell phone messaging or picture transmission. 

Students will be required to sign an Academic Integrity/Honesty pledge that acknowledges understanding and commitment to honor this policy. 

Consequences for Violation of Academic Integrity/Honesty are listed and accessible on the ISD and SHS websites.
Please note – if the course is a graduation requirement, the student will need to take responsibility to make up the course requirement on their own, i.e. summer school, correspondence course, etc. as approved by the student’s school counselor. 
Sign and detach the slip below.  Turn in to Woldendorp by Tuesday 9/6 for maximum assignment grade; point count lessens thereafter. Keep this contract portion in your binder/portfolio for daily reference.  Think DEADLINES.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Journalistic Writing and Advanced Journalism, 2016-2017, Woldendorp
I have taken the time to review the grading criteria, tardy policy, printing policy, and plagiarism policy for this course.  I clearly understand the importance of attending class regularly.  I also acknowledge that journalism, as an English credit, requires that all seniors (only) complete an original Comparative Analysis Essay in MLA format. Should I have any questions about what is expected of me and/or how I will be evaluated, I will make an appointment with Ms. Woldendorp.
Student’s name (printed & signed)___________________________________________________________Date______________
Parent’s name (printed & signed)___________________________________________________________Date______________
Parent’s email and phone contact:____________________________________________________________________________
Any additional comments you feel would be helpful for the teacher:
