DANCING ON THE MOON

Adam had carried only his briefcase to the emergency room. Inside
was his wallet, his address book, a bottle of aspirin, and the reviews
of the play he bad been publicizing. Adam had tried calling John
first, but he was out of the office, so he called Danny, because he
was worried and wanted help quickly. When Danny got to the
hospital, Adam was already in a private room and had a temperature
of 103. Danny took the keys to Adam’s apartment and brought
back to the hospital Adam’s pajamas, bathrobe, slippers, razor,

' shaving cream, toothbrush, toothpaste, and pillow. By the time
Danny returned, Adam was asleep and John was sitting in the
chair beside the bed, watching the sun set through the windows
that overlocked East 79th Street.

The next day the doctors began their tests. Nurses drew blood
and took away urine samples, though nothing was done specifically
about the pain in Adam’s lower back, which was the reason he
had gone to the emergency room in the first place, Adam told
Danny. John had to ask the nurses several times about getting
some sort of Ew&ﬁﬁo: to relieve Adam’s discomfort, and finally
got a doctor to order a prescription for Percodan. While Adam
was being examined by yet another doctor, John and Danny sat
in the waiting room, and John mentioned it wasn’t the pain that
had driven Adam to the hospital. He had been working too hard,
had been trying to cover for his boss, who was on vacation. The
producers were worried because the play wasn’t a hit. Stress and
exhaustion, John m.u.&.. were the reasons Adam was here. Danny
slumped down in his chair and rested his elbows against his knees,
cupping his chin in the palms of his hands. Danny could tell Adam
was thinner since last week; the youthful complexion had disap-
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peared from his face, leaving behind an impression of bones and
angles. Danny shifted his head till his eyes rested at a point some-
where beyond John. I wish I could believe that was the reason,
Danny said. But 1 know it’s not. Don’t forget, I've been here
before.

The following day John took off work and brought Adam flow-
ers. Adam had not showered or shaved in three days. Lying in
bed, he held the flowers across his chest and then asked John to
help rearrange the pillows behind his neck. That night, Danny
came by after work and brought the fruit salad that Adam had
called and said he Smuﬂ&,. because, he added, he could not even
stand to smell the hospital food. Danny had stopped at the Korean
grocery on ﬁm&bm.nos Avenue and bought a container of sliced
peaches, melons, and strawberries, as out-of-season as the flowers
.qor.b had found. John brought a bottle of orange soda Adam had
called and asked for. While Adam ate, slowly and uncomfortably,
John and Danny sat near the bed.and watched Hollywood Squares
on the wall-mounted television set. Before they Jeft, Adam threw up
the food, and John helped Adam change into a clean T-shirt, while
Danny wiped the floor and rinsed the soiled pajamas. In the hall
outside Adam’s room, John mentioned he was surprised Adam was
getting worse. Don’t people go into the hospital to get better? he
asked. Adam had been in the hospital only last month, overnight,
for a blood transfusion. Danny said bomdbm._uﬁ shifted his feet so
he could lean against the wall for support. Danny knew Adam had
already passed the point; the virus had become a disease.

Adam told John he didn’t want any visitors. Only John and
Danny were allowed to come by. I don’t want anyone to see me
like this, Adam said. They would be upset and hurt. Some would
be angry, he explained to Danny. He would be better in a few
days and then would go home. And Adam said no one could bring
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DANCING ON THE MOON

in his right arm. Adam seldom moved from the bed now. When
he couldn’t manage to push the pump to the bathroom, the nurses
brought urinals and bedpans but were still .Aummwr about bringing
him medication. John began to have problems coping with Adam’s
illness. So Danny began to wash Adam at night with warm, wet
cloths and brought cups and pans of water from the sink so he

could brush his teeth., Adam said he still had the pain in his lower-

back and the doctors could not find the cause. It’s not even a

brain tumor, Adam remarked during 2 commercial between rounds .

of Jeopardy. He turned his head away from the TV set and began
to cry. All T want to do is go out and see a movie, he said. At a
theatre. With real popcorn and butter. The next day Adam had
a biopsy of the lymph glands of his neck. Two days Jater a doctor
brought the news he had Burkitt’s lymphoma. Danny made Adam
call his mother in New Jersey and tell her he was sick. She’s the
only family you have, and you have to tell her, Danny said. It’s
not right to keep it a secret any longer. On Saturday, his mother
came to the hospital, stayed two hours, and cried. On Monday,
Adam began chemotherapy. Adam told Danny he was honestly
going to get better. Because now he was ready to go back home.

Danny was surprised three weeks had passed. Many days he
could not find an order or sense of strategy to what had to be
done, so he began to make lists: what to carry to the hospital,
what he bad to buy, whom he had to call, what he had to do
when he got home. Danny carried the lists in his gym-bag, pressed
between the pages of his calendar. Inside, along with a bottle of
ibuprofen, Danny carried antihistarnine pills, decongestant tablets,
and a box of cherry-flavored cough drops, because he never knew
if the headaches he got in’the late afternoons might actually be
the start of the flu or a cold. There was also 2 comb, two ballpoint
pens, a small scratch pad that Danny used to jot down notes, and

6

WHAT THEY CARRIED

a combination lock for his gym locker, though Danny had not
made it to the gym since Adam first entered the hospital. Some
mmua Danny worried the canvas bag would rip; when he added a
book to read on the subway, and an umbrella or gloves because
the weather could slip without warning between fall and winter,
the weight would almost reach ten pounds.

The day Adam came home, John and Danny carried n<£¢cbm
in duffel bags from the hospital to the fourth-floor apartment.
Adam had been released and set up on a home-care program. A
nurse would visit if needed; every night he would continue the
intravenous fluids, Two delivery men from the home-care service
carried up the stairs an infusion pump similar to the one that had
stood next to the hospital bed, and three large boxes of supplies.
Inside were vitamin, lipid, and insulin bottles, and an assortrnent
of needles, syringes, and plastic tubing. Enough supplies for a
month, 2 hospital representative told Danny. Danny cleaned the
refrigerator to make room for the plastic bags of nutritional solution
which Adam had to have for twelve hours each night. In his gym
bag Danny now carried a change of clothing, in case he slept
overnight at Adam’s apartment; in his calendar he wrote every .
possible emergency number he might have to use. John made five
extra sets of keys to the apartment, one for Danny, one for himself,
others for Roy, <<n_m“ and Elliot, so they could come and go as
quickly and easily as necessary. Elliot went to the grocery store
to get the things Adam wanted to eat: frozen turkey tetrazzini
and pizza, potato chips, mocha-nut ice cream, milk, and mint—
chocolate-chip cookies. Roy went to the pharmacy to get the
medicine the doctor had prescribed: Halcion for sleep, Xanax for
anxiety, Nizoral for thrush, Zovirax for the herpes sores in Adam’s
mouth, and prednisone, Bactrim, allopurinol, and AZT. Adam com-
plained about taking so many pills. His least favorite were the large
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DANCING ON THE MOON

wasn'’t sleeping well; Danny was surprised, then, when he asked
Adam one morning how he had slept and Adam answered, 'm
sleeping better than ever.

Danny learned Adam’s thoughts went through a cycle. One day
it was, Am I moﬁm to die? Another, it would be, Do you think
I'm going to die? Danny was never sure how to answer Adam’s
questions. Once, when Danny decided to be honest and Adam
asked, How do I look?, Danny responded by saying, OK. Adam
lifted himself out of bed and walked to the mirror that hung on
the back of the bedroom door, bracing himself by holding on to
the doorknob. Just OK? he questioned, and began brushing his
&.EESW hair. Please, rn, added, I stll have my <mbm.Jr and he
walked to the window and threw the brush outside.

The second week he was home, Roy and Danny took Adam to
see a movie. Danny helped Adam walk down the four flights of
stairs, his arms wrapped around Adam’s waist so he would not
fall because Adam refused to use the cane John had bought. Wow
borrowed a car and dropped them off in front of the theatre on
59th Street. Danny found it difficult to concentrate on the movie,
even though Adam felt certain it would be nominated for 2 number
of Academy Awards. Roy bought popcorn and sodas, though Adam
ate nothing, coughing and squirming in his seat the entire two
hours. Afterward, riding in the car back to the apartment, Adam
said he wanted to get tickets to see The Phantom of the Opera and
take a cruise to the Bahamas in the spring. When Roy and Danny
were alone in Adam’s kitchen, Roy said Adam was setting himself
up for disappointments. Danny replied, It’s the way Adam has
always lived. He needs to look forward to something. Later, in
the bedroom, Adam told Danny, Today was the first time I was
actually afraid of dying.

Danny was concerned that Adam was telling him things he told
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no one else. When Roy or John or Wes or Elliot was out of the
room, Adam would talk about how he had not had sex since July
because of the pain in his back. Adam said he felt safe when Danny
slept on the floor, though he knew it was selfish to ask so much
of him, but John was too impatient, Roy flustered easily, and they
never knew what to do if there was a problem. Once, Adam said
to Danny, I'm so afraid you'll be so disgusted you'll walk away.
Danny promised him he wouldn’t leave, though Danny knew there
were moments when he wished Adam would die quickly. Adam
Easmm:. could be impatient: Danny was too slow bringing the

_ medication or could not pick up the tissues fast enough from the
. floor. The glass of water was too cloudy or cold, the TV was not

loud enough or too loud, or Danny had left his fingerprints on

. the lens after cleaning Adam’s m%nm_mmmnm. Adam had now dropped

six more pounds; at night, he would stretch out his arms and
remark in a rather wry tone, 'm beginning to look worse than a
Biafra baby.

On Wednesday, Wes invited Friends over to watch The Wizard
of Oz on TV. Roy decorated the living room samw a rainbow of
crepe paper. Cheryl made green cookies to eat when Dorothy
reached the Emerald City. Danny carried Adam to’ the couch in
the living room a few minutes before the movie was to start. John
remarked it was odd it wasn’t ms.smmur Remember, Bob added, it
was always telecast on Sunday nights. Elliot said when he was a
kid his parents always made sure they stayed late at church that
night just to torture him. Adam said-the worst punishment his
mother ever gave him was not letting him watch it one year. He
cried so hard she finally relented, letting hirn out of his bedroom
?mﬁ as the Wicked Witch disappeared in a puff of smoke on top
of the thatched roof. Steve said, Remember when we watched it
all in black and white? Or when we had to go to someone’s house

i
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DANCING ON THE MOON

Danny said no, and Adam said he would do it himself. Danny
Jaughed and tried turning it into a joke: How could someone who
has not moved from bed in over a week make.it to the window
and jump from the fire escape? I thought you were going to help
me die, Adam replied. I'm sorry-I'm disappointing you, Danny
answered. Now you know exactly how selfish I am. Pm sorry
you're more valuable to me alive than dead.

Five days after coming home from the vo%nwr. Adam died..In
the afternoon he began to have respiratory problems. The nurse
hooked him up to the oxygen tank which had been placed by his
bed. By the time Danriy arrived, around 7:00 P.M., Adam was
semiconscious, lying on his back, gasping for breath, his arms
twitching as if he were asking for help. Danny reached for Adam’s
hand, thinking he might calm him, but he was shocked that Adarn’s
skin felt as cold and lifeless as vinyl, so Danny rubbed his hands
along Adam’s armns, hoping it would help the circulation. Thirty
minutes later, when the gasping subsided, the nurse rolled Adam
over to rest on his side. She turned to Danny and said in'a brisk
" whisper, Have any arrangements been made? Does he want last
rites? Danny paced the floor tll the breathing stopped.

The only time Danny cried was the day in the hospital when
an orderly came into the room and shaved the hair on Adam’s
chest before the surgery to implant the catheter. John cried after
his first visit to the hospital. Roy said he had cried while waiting
in line to buy underwear. Cheryl cried when Adam called and said
she could have the posters that hung over his desk. Wes said he
cried in the steam room at the gym, when he knew no one was
looking. Bob and Millie cried while having drinks together at the
bar of a Japanese restaurant in the Village after they had tried to
get Adam to eat the dinner Millie had brought. Elliot cried during

WHAT THEY CARRIED

-

the opening credits when Auntie Mame came on TV one night; he
and Adam had seen it together on a double bill at the Regency.
Steve didn’t cry, or so he said, though Danny noticed he bhad
started walking with his fists clenched.

In the hospital a doctor remarked to John that someone might
carry this virus in his body for years before it-began to deteriorate
the immune system. Some people might not be affected at all. .
Danny turned to the doctor and replied rather sarcastically, Do
you think we're all fools? We all know about this disease. Don’t
you know? Danny added. Haven't you heard? It's the fear every
gay man carries today.
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The hardest thing, Danny said to John during the ride in the tax,
was carrying the ashes. Danny had picked them up yesterday from
the funeral home. They had been placed inside a cardboard box,
small and rectangular, and the man at the funeral home had placed
the box in a plastic bag. When Danny took the bag, he was surprised
it was so heavy for moin,%»um that small, estimating the weight
he held was almost ten pounds. As Danny walked back to the
apartment, the weight grew heavier; he couldn’t shake the thought
of what he carried.
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