Creative Writing

Quick Write Poems
Assignment:  Choose four (4) of the following types of poetry and compose your own masterpiece following the parameters of each type.  Yes, you may attempt to write one of each one but it is not required.

Clerihew: Four – line form consisting of two couplets (a-a, b-b) that offer a humorous view of a well-known person. The name must be a part of one of the end rhymes. 

John Wayne

When rugged John Wayne 

Leads the wagon train, 

The badmen scatter 

To his bullets’ patter. 

Albert Einstein

Albert Einstein 

Genius at nine 

Did what none dared: 

Invented E=mc 2 

Conceit poem: A conceit is a fanciful poetic image, especially an elaborate or exaggerated comparison. This is really an experience in working with metaphor, but one that extends through the poem. You will be writing about one thing entirely in terms of another, eg. the moon as a soccer ball - kicked around the sky, 'off-side!' Answer these questions about your chosen object comparison: 

1) What is it? What does it look like?

2) Where is it? 

3) What is it doing? 

4) Expand this to use senses, eg. touch, feeling 

5) A final action to round off the conceit 

Notice how this poem describes a mosquito in terms of a burglar. 

The Flying Burglar 

He's out at dead of night, dodging
between this shadow and that.
His nerves quiver.
He looks for a chink of light,
the smallest crack.
He's found it. He's in
How careless
to leave the goodies
heaped on the bed.
He zones in, strikes,
and stashes away
his first sackful
of warm blood. 

Elegy poem: A poem or song composed especially as a lament for a deceased person, or is melancholic and pensive in tone. This poetic form is Greek from elegeia, which means “song of mourning.” Formal elegies are structured in four-line stanzas written in iambic pentameter and rhymed abab. Classical elegies start out with a statement of the subject (usually a specific death), followed by the lamentations or mourning of this death, and finally consolation, as the poet come to accept the loss. Here are the first two sections of Walt Whitman’s poem mourning the death of Abraham Lincoln and the soldiers of the Civil War, “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed”: 

When lilacs last in the dooryard bloomed, 

And the great star early drooped in the western sky in the night, 

I mourned, and yet shall mourn with ever-returning spring. 

Ever returning spring, trinity sure to me you bring, 

Lilac blooming perennial and drooping star in the west, 

And thought of him I love. 

powerful western fallen star! 

shads of night – O moody, tearful night! 

great star disappeared – O black murk that hides the star! 

cruel hands that hold me powerless – O helpless soul of me! 

harsh surrounding cloud that will not free my soul. 

Epigram poem: The epigram is the most condensed and concentrated form of poetry. Webster defines it as "A short poem treating concisely, pointedly, often satirically, a single thought or event, usually ending with a witticism." The poet of "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," Samuel Taylor Coleridge, defined it even more concisely: 

What is an epigram? A dwarfish whole;
Its body brevity, and wit its soul. 

The epigram may be said to be a miniature lyric, a sharpened arrow of verse. It may be grave or gay or clever, but its real point is - its point. Besides its incisiveness, it must be perfect in form and finish. One can no more imagine a clumsy epigram than a long one. Every word counts, every syllable must be carefully balanced, every rhyme sharply matched. Since the epigram consists of only a few phrases, there can be no fumbling, no uncertainty of aim, no superfluous ideas. The epigram is all essence. 

Preston, was a master of the epigram. Here are two of his favorites: 

No humorist laughs at his own wheeze:
A snuff-box has no right to sneeze.



The alienist is not a joke;
He finds you cracked and leaves you broke. 

Formal Cinquain: Five lines, each line adding two syllables and further meaning to the subject. Syllable pattern is 2-4-6-8-2.

Flowers 

Are bursts of warmth, 

Bringing sunshine to me, 

Brightening my day. I love 

Flowers. 

Hope 

Gently, 

Gasping for breath, 

Caring for human life, 

Hope renders the world resounding 

Pleasures. 

Mother Goose Parody:  
Familiar patterns, phrases, and/or characters from nursery rhymes, used to comment humorously on contemporary situations or to recreate a nonsensical or ridiculous event. 

Women’s Lib

Little Ms. Fonda, 

Sat on a Honda 

Eating her yogurt and cheese; 

When an Easy Rider 

Sat down beside her 

She gave him a healthy squeeze. 

Scientist’s Song

Higgledy, piggledy, my space lab 

Is better than a Yellow Cab; 

Astronauts use its unique facilities 

More easily than the public utilities; 

Of course, there’s a costly national tab 

For higgledy, piggledy, my space lab. 

